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Present:  Clell Laird, Director; Mary Jo Jamsgard, Director; Ernie Krewson, Secretary / 

Treasurer, Director; Dale Wilson, Vice President (acting president), Director; Patrick Neal; Anna 

Bell Neal; Linda Smith, Director; Tom Krewson, Director; Becki Krewson, Betty Krewson, Pat 

McCurdy, Lisa Tine (guest) Vice President Trust Department Oregon Pacific Bank; Lila Mae 

Shelton, and Bob Shelton.  Absent: Tom Nugent, President, Director. 

 

Quorum present? Yes 

 

The Dora Cemetery Association (DCA) 126
th

 annual meeting called to order by Dale Wilson 

under authority of By Laws of Dora Cemetery Association Article 17 revised August 23, 2011. 

 

Treasury Report 

 

Treasury report as read by Ernie:   

 The cemetery’s two time certificates of deposit have a total balance of $ 57,138.48 

 The interest income from these two TCD’s has been reinvested back into each of the 

TCD’s over the last two years.  The principle has not been reduced. 

 Interest income from the two TCD’s is approximately $ 1,350 per year.   

 The balance of the cemetery’s checking account held at Oregon First Community 

Bank is $ 9,912.37. 

 Vanguard Life Strategy balance of $ 8,670.13. 

 Balance of Julius L. Benham Testamentary trust is $ 84,184.07. 

 Cash donations – $ 1,784 

 Timothy Leatherman $ 1,000 

 Ernie Krewson         549 

 Tom Nugent          20 

 Dale Wilson                              20 

 Ed Pride           25 

 Kenneth Leatherman         20 

 Cindy Willis          50 

 Non cash donations: 

 Dale Wilson – Electrical wiring, donating materials and labor for pump house, 

maintaining cemetery. 

 Linda Smith – Plowing and grass seeding one acre.  

 Clell Laird – Repairing second lawnmower, preserving gazebo roof, 

maintaining cemetery, Memorial Day flags. 

 Tom Krewson – Purchase of products, marking gravesites, Memorial Day 

flags, maintaining cemetery. 

 Jeff Wilson – Building picnic table and maintaining cemetery 

 Volunteers’ use of their equipment. 

 Ernie Krewson – Small tools, lawn fertilizer, battery, accounting services, 

working with Oregon Mortuary and Cemetery Board, web page, maintaining 

cemetery, etc. 

 Lyle Wilson – Master mechanic, pump house, maintaining cemetery. 
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 5 gravesites were sold during 2011 (from May 1, 2011) and 1 in 2012 (through April 

30, 2012).   

 There were 7 burials in 2011(from May 1, 2011) and 2 in 2012 (through April 30, 

2012). 

 There are 111 available gravesites for sale. 

 $ 4,590 was transferred from the Julius L. Benham (JLB) Testamentary Trust for the 

drilling of the well. 

 $ 2,000 was transferred from the JLB Testamentary Trust for electrical and water 

lines to be ran from the gazebo to the new pump house. 

 $ 3,749 transferred from the JLB Testamentary Trust for the new storage shed and 

two grass trimmers. 

 

Lisa Tine presented a financial report on behalf of the Oregon Pacific Bank (OPB) trust 

department who is now administrating the JLB Testamentary Trust since July 2011.  Lisa said, 

the JLB Testamentary Trust document spells out an annual fee of $ 2,500 that the former trustee 

collected for administrating the trust.  Her bank felt the $ 2,500 fee was  a steep fee which is 

higher than their published fee schedule to administer a trust account.  Part of what OPB does as 

a small community bank is to provide a community service.  They are happy to have the 

opportunity to be involved with the DCA.   Their trust department discounted their minimum fee 

of $ 1,500 to $ 1,000 so DCA will be enjoying a discount from what they were formally paying 

of $ 2,500.  She feels this is a very reasonable fee for the service they provide.  This JLB 

Testamentary Trust account is a smaller account balance then they normally administer.  It is an 

exception.  The minimum trust account balance is generally around $ 300,000. The JLB 

Testamentary Trust account was transferred over from Wells Fargo to their bank.  There was 

$ 83,000 in two time certificates and $ 10,500 in two different savings accounts when the funds 

were transferred.  The request for funds by DCA from the trust has been in line with the JLB 

Testamentary trust document.  They are charging a fee of $ 300 for preparing fiduciary tax 

returns.  Currently they are managing approximately $ 84,000.  The funds are invested in triple A 

bonds and some in growth funds.   They anticipate a 3 to 5 percent return on the investment.  

Lisa handed out a report showing a 3% rate of return for each year being available for use by 

DCA.  The report shows what the balance in the account would be over a 40 year period.  Lisa 

said that they couldn’t invest in money market accounts and time certificates because the return 

of the investment would be eaten up by fees.   

 

Clell and Ernie both thanked Lisa for taking our trust account and we are really happy with the 

work they are doing on our behalf.     

 

DCA May 19, 2011 Annual Minutes 

 

The May 21, 2011, annual meeting minutes was sent to each director six weeks prior to the 

annual meeting of May 19, 2012.  Copies of the annual minutes were handed out for everyone to 

review.  

 

A motion duly made by Dale, seconded by Tom N., and unanimously approved by DCA 

members to accept the May 21, 2011, Minutes. 



DORA CEMETERY ASSOCIATION  

Annual Meeting Minutes 

May 19, 2012 

 

Dora Cemetery Association  Page 3 
 

 

 

Grave Site Prices 

 

Ernie proposed to increase the grave site prices to $ 400 and an administrator fee to $ 50 per 

interment.  He provided an estimated annual cost of maintaining the cemetery of $ 2,546.  He 

estimated a 1.5 interest rate of return from the JLB Testamentary trust after expenses (fiduciary 

and tax preparation fees) and a ½ interest rate of return from the time certificates held by the 

Association starting in December 2012.  The blended rate was approximately 1.1%.  The 

estimated annual interest income is $ 1,679.  This resulted in a loss of $ 142 per year with the 

selling price of grave spaces of $ 250 and no administrative fee.  A grave price of $ 400 and an 

administrative fee of $ 50 resulted in a net gain of $ 483.  Both estimates include a $ 100 

donation and selling 5 grave sites a year.  The estimated annual cost of maintaining the cemetery 

did not include purchases such as a new lawnmower, surveying the one acre, etc.  Including 

these types of expenses would result in an annual loss and reduction of principle.  Ernie’s hand 

out shows grave site prices in other cemeteries such as Norway of $ 500, Coquille Masonic of 

$ 600, Coquille Pioneer of  $ 400, and Rink Creek $ 1,050.  Administration fees for Coquille 

Masonic of $ 200 and $ 175 for Coquille Pioneer.  Ernie provided a chart created by Robyn 

Greenlund that shows a selling price of $ 250 the cemetery would start depleting its principle 

around 2018 and sooner if the cemetery didn’t sell at least 5 grave spaces a year. 

 

Much conversation occurred whether to raise the grave sale price to $ 400 and administrator fee 

to $ 50.  Dale foresaw the possibility in the future if maintenance cost increase and interest rates 

stay low that we may need to increase the administration fee at a later time. This must be why the 

other cemeteries have been doing this to hedge inflation. 

 

Dale made a motion to increase the grave sale price to $ 400 and an administrator fee of $ 50.  

Patrick seconded the motion.  Seven voted to increase the fees, 3 voted not to increase the fees, 

and one didn’t vote.  Refer to enclosed Dora Cemetery Association By Law Article 25 revised as 

of May 19, 2012. 

 

Decision: Grave sale price increased to $ 400 and administrator fee to $ 50.  Refer to revised 

Dora Cemetery Association By Law Article 25 pages 6 and 7. 

 

Cemetery Update since May 2010 

 

Dale and Ernie gave an update of the vast improvements that have occurred to our cemetery 

since May 2010.  The old building near the gazebo has been removed.  The one acre donated to 

the cemetery by Lone Rock has been cleared by a donation by Dale Wilson.  A successful well 

has been drilled resulting in 24 gallons of water per minute.  This project was overseen by Dale 

Wilson.  Brush encroaching into the cemetery has been removed.  A number of dying or scrubby 

type trees in the northwest part of the cemetery have been removed.  Electrical outlet has been 

installed by Dale Wilson’s crew and the flag pole has been relocated near the gazebo.  A light 

shines on the flag 24/7 allowing the flag to fly all of the time.  The park benches in the gazebo 

have been painted.  A new shed has been purchased and installed on the fill in the northwest part 
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of the cemetery. The other shed in the cemetery has been relocated next to the new shed.  Stumps 

surrounding the cemetery have been cut off.  Small trees along the parking lot have been planted 

a donation by Coos Curry Electric.  A web page has been developed along with an e-mail 

address.  Our trust is now handled by a bank who is a partner in our operations.  Two Stihl grass 

trimmers have been purchased as well as a whole host of small tools have been donated.   

 

Old Business 

 

Dora Library Project   

 

Linda gave an update on the Dora Library project.  The library over the last two years have been 

imaging cemetery records and making them available for the public.  She gave a presentation of 

their work.  Everyone was extremely happy.  Ernie will work with Robyn Greenlund so the 

information is available to her and on the cemetery’s website.  The Dora Library project is a 

result of a donation of $ 1,470 from DCA. 

 

Water Well Project 
 

Dale reported on the success of the drilling of the well which produces 24 gallon of water per 

minute.  Hopefully in the next few months’ electricity and a water line will be connected from 

the gazebo to the pump house based on the weather behaving itself.   

 

New Business 

  

Burial Eligibility  

 

Ernie went over the burial eligibility for the cemetery.  Eligibility per Article 25 of the 

Associations bylaws includes being a present or former resident of the Dora Voting Precinct #35, 

relative of someone buried in the cemetery or owner of a grave space of this date (Article 25 

dated May 19, 1979), or at the discretion of the Board of Directors.  Ernie obtained from the 

Coos County Assessor’s office a map of Voting Precinct #35 as of May 19, 1979, showing the 

boundaries as they existed at the onset of article 25. It doesn’t cover Cherry Creek, Fairview, 

Gravel Ford, McKinley, McKinley Road, and is north of the Crosby Bridge (mile post 13).  It 

does cover Dora, Sitkum, Maria C. Jackson State Park, Frona Park, Weaver Road, Coos Douglas 

property line.   

 

Ernie said his question at this time isn’t really the determination of the boundary lines but the 

information is being provided to the group for future use.  He has a married couple who do not 

meet the burial requirements of our cemetery who reside in Myrtle Point.  They want to purchase 

a grave space in our cemetery. Ernie said that he has spent considerable time on determining the 

boundary lines of Voter District #35 and the burial requirements.  He feels comfortable that the 

couple do not meet the requirements.  However, the board has the right to determine whether 

they should sell a grave space to the couple.  Ernie said that he felt that just wanting to buy a 

grave space in the cemetery wouldn’t meet an exception.  A discussion followed an no one was 

interested at this time in expanding the boundaries of voting district # 35 and didn’t believe an 
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exception should be allowed. If they allowed this exception to purchase a grave space then they 

would have to allow other people the same privilege. 

 

Decision:  Ernie will contact the couple and tell them they don’t meet an exception to purchase a 

grave space in the Dora Cemetery. 

 

Grave Marker Project  
 

Ernie through the gravesite recovery project developed a list of interments without a grave 

marker.  He worked with Joyce Collins from West Coast Monument and negotiated reasonable 

prices for purchasing grave markers.  Ernie designed a letter to be sent to a relative allowing 

them to purchase a grave marker from $ 220 to $ 280 for their family member.  This includes 

installation of the grave marker. The relatives also have the option of donating the funds to the 

cemetery, receiving a tax donation deductible on their state/federal tax return, and the cemetery 

will give the funds to West Coast Monument so the grave marker can be purchased.  A motion 

made by Mary Jo and seconded by Clell to allow for Ernie to send the letter.  Their motion was 

supported by everyone. 

 

Directors and Officers 

 

Directors and officers positions two, four, and six, are open for nominations.   

Clell nominated and seconded by Ernie to retain the current directors.  The majority approved to 

retain the current directors.   

 

Directors and officers as of May 19, 2012 

. 

Position Name   Officer 

 

1  Tom Nugent  President 

2  Dale Wilson  Vice-President 

3  Ernie Krewson  Secretary Treasurer 

4  Mary Jo Jamsgard  

5  Tom Krewson 

6.  Linda Smith 

7.  Clell Laird 

 

Dale Wilson called the DCA annual meeting adjourned at approximately 11:59 AM. 

 

Respectively, 

 

/s/ Ernie Krewson 

 

 

Ernie H. Krewson 

DCA Director, Secretary Treasurer 
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1811 Stone Hedge Drive NE 

Keizer, Oregon 97303 

Telephone: (503) 931-6266 

E-mail: dora_cemetery_association@comcast.net 

Website: http://doracemetery.coquillevalley.org/ 

 

Enclosure: DCA Article 25 revised as of May 19, 2012 

 

Article 25. 
 

(This Article supersedes Articles 8 and 21, and Resolution: Dora, May 21
st
, 1915). 

May 19, 1979 

 

Graves 

 

Keeping in mind the community nature of the Association and the fact that the 

number of grave spaces is limited, the following conditions apply: 

 

1. Burial Eligibility: 

a. Present or former resident of the Dora Voting Precinct # 35 as the                                                         

boundaries now exist, or 

b. Relative of someone buried in the Cemetery, or, 

c. Owner of a grave space as of this date, or,  

d. At the discretion of the Board of Directors. 

 

2. The price of one grave space shall be $ 50. 

 

3. The Board of Directors shall begin recovery action for grave spaces sold but unused after 30 

years, subject to the following limitations: 

 

a. Recovery action will begin after 50 years if a family member is known to exist. 

b. Legal notice requirement will be met. 

c. Valid claims will be honored. 

 

4. Amended May 17, 1980, Added: A member may resell a grave space only to the 

Association and at the price originally paid. 

 

5. Amended May 18, 1996 and reaffirmed by Board action on May 17, 1997, that the price of 

one grave space shall be $ 200. 

 

6. Amended May 21, 2011, and reaffirmed by Dora Cemetery Association the price of one 

grave space effective January 1, 2012, shall be $ 250. 

 

7. Amended May 19, 2012, and reaffirmed by Dora Cemetery Association the price of one 

grave space will be $ 400 and the administrative fee per burial is $ 50. 


