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Present:  Clell Laird, Director; Tom Nugent, DCA (Dora Cemetery Association) 

President / Director; Mary Jo Jamsgard, Director; Ernie Krewson, DCA Treasury, 

Secretary, Director; Andy Combs, Director; Dale Wilson, DCA Vice President, Director; 

Jim Krantz; Mike Krantz; Linda Smith, Director; Linda Kirk; Tom Krewson, Becki 

Krewson, Betty Krewson, Brent Krewson, Teresa Krewson, Kalie Krewson. 

 

Quorum present? Yes 

 

DCA 125
th

 annual meeting occurred at the Coos Curry Electric Cooperative’s board room 

located at 220 South Mill Avenue, Coquille, Oregon, on May 21, 2011.   

 

Minutes 

 

The May 21, 2010 DCA annual minutes were handed to each DCA member prior to the 

meeting along with the agenda (attached).  A motion duly made by Andy, seconded by 

Dale, and approved by DCA to accept the Minutes as read.   

 

Treasury Report 

 

Treasury report was read by Ernie.   

 Clell negotiated very favorable terms for the two time certificate of deposits 

(TCD) with certificates earning an interest rate of 2.5% expiring on December 

18, 2012. 

 The interest income from the two TCD’s is reinvested back into each TCD’s. 

 We can withdraw up to 25% of the principal of the TCD’s without a penalty. 

 Allowed a one-time bump up in the interest rate during the life of the TCD.  

 Interest income from the two TCD’s is approximately $ 1,350 per year.   

 Balance of both TCD’s is $ 55,650.99. 

 Balance of checking account is $ 10,987.54 includes a deposit of $ 5,000 

received from the Julius L. Benham Trust. 

 VanGuard Life Strategy balance of $ 8,404.14. 

 Cash donations - $ 975. 

 Non cash donations: 

 Dale Wilson - $ 10,000 (removal and burning of stumps). 

 Tom Nugent - $ 1,200 use of farm tractor.  

 Clell Laird – Repairing second lawnmower. 

 Tom Krewson – Purchase of products, marking gravesites 

 Volunteers use of their equipment 

 Four gravesites were sold during 2010 and 2 in 2011 (through April 30, 2011).   

 There were 6 burials in 2010 and 2 in 2011 (through April 30, 2011). 
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Tom Nugent reported on the Julius L. Benham (JLB) Trust balances as of May 18, 2011, 

which was prepared by Steve Laird: 

 TCD balance of $ 83,000 maturing January 2012. 

 Savings account balance $ 8,000 

 Checking account balance $ 1,899.53 

 JLB Trust gave $ 5,000 to DCA for costs related to drilling of well on 

cemetery grounds during February 2011. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

Dora Library Project 

 

Linda Kirk reported on the Dora Cemetery project which they were given $ 1,470 during 

the May 21, 2010 DCA annual meeting to image Dora Cemetery historical documents for 

DCA.  She distributed a nine page Dora Cemetery Records Inventory showing a listing of 

items they were imaging.  The second document gave a listing of the work that has been 

accomplished with an estimate of 120 hours and approximate 779 pages being scanned.  

The final copies of the information will be placed on DVD’s available to libraries and 

museums.  Ernie Krewson requested from Linda Kirk that the cemetery’s copy of the 

information be made available on a thumb drive.   

 

Julius L. Benham Trust 

 

Andy reported that he was working with Walt Hogan (Murl and Laura Laird’s attorney) 

to have Murl and Laura Laird (trustees of JLB Trust) to resign their duties as Trustees 

and consent to the appointment of Oregon Pacific Bank as successor Trustee.  Andy 

drafted the Agreement to Appoint Successor Trustee (Agreement) document around the 

middle of February and sent it to Walt Hogan.  Signature date on the document was April 

1, 2011.  The Agreement was forwarded to the trustees.  Andy called Walt Hogan the 

later part of March to get the current status of whether the trustees had signed the 

document.  Walt hadn’t heard from the trustees. 

 

Andy further reported that the JLB trust had given DCA $ 5,000 for the drilling of the 

well on the cemetery grounds.  He felt that DCA may receive more funds if water is 

found.   

 

Tom Nugent said he went to Murl’s home yesterday to discuss the JLB trust.  He 

explained to Murl that it was in the best interest of the DCA and board of directors to 

transfer their duties to the bank.  Currently the trust doesn’t have a successor and it would 

be better if it was transferred now while Murl is alive.  Tom had a copy of the Agreement 

but didn’t ask Murl if he would sign it.   
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Following were comments from DCA members during the one hour discussion: 

1. A trustee can use the funds from a trust to defend the trust. 

2. DCA members would like to have an accounting of the funds by the trustees by 

them providing bank statements or a written letter from the bank showing 

balances.  The treasury report sent by the JLB trustees is in violation of  the 

reporting guidelines as prescribed by ORS 130.710.  

3. The JBL Trust treasury report doesn’t have a signature. 

4. A partnership was never forged by the trustees with the Dora Cemetery 

Association. 

5. The trustees receive annually 2.5% of the JLB Trust’s principal.  This result in 

approximately $ 25,000 of fiduciary fees they have received over the lifetime of 

the trust. 

6. DCA is the sole beneficiary of the JLB Trust. 

7. Julius Benham would be ashamed if he was alive today and saw how the trust was 

being handled. 

 

Decision:  Tom Nugent will talk with Murl Laird to get his signature on the Agreement.   

                  Andy will continue to work with Walt in getting Murl to sign the Agreement.  

A motion duly made by Dale, seconded by Andy, and approved by DCA.   

 

The directors agreed to have a telephone conference on June 1, 2011, at 7 A.M.  

 

Well Project Update 

 

Dale said it is better if we wait until late fall to start drilling for water.  He will oversee 

the well project and inform the group on the status of the on going project. 

 

Stump Removal 
 

Dale reported that the job went well with the removal and burning of the stumps.  Tom 

Nugent thanked Dale for his contribution and felt that it would have probably cost more 

than $ 10,000 to do all the work that Dale had accomplished. 

 

Gravesite Recovery 

 

Currently, DCA has 69 gravesites available for sale.  A project has been underway for 

two years identifying gravesites that were sold over 75 years ago but unused.  Notice was 

given by the Dora Cemetery Board of Directors under Article 25 of it’s by laws for 

recovering gravesites located in the Dora Cemetery.  Attempts have been made to contact 

the owners of Lots 22, 25, 34, 38, Lot 38, 45, and 47.  Notices to recover these 

gravesites are posted at the Dora Cemetery and Dora Public Library.  Research to find 

families associated with each of the gravesites included: reviewing death certificates, 

social security index, Google, telephone calls, White Pages.com, Ancestory.com, onsite 

inspections, review of cemetery records, obituaries, Find a Grave, etc.   
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Further consideration is being given to change Potters Field from Lot 10 to Lot 47.  The 

recovery of the gravesites and making gravesites available for sale from Lot 10 would 

increase the number of gravesites by 50. 

 

Andy said that individuals claiming these recovered gravesites after they have been sold 

or used would be able to recover the cost of the gravesites or be relocated to another part 

of the cemetery. 

 

A motion duly made by Ernie, seconded by Andy, and approved by DCA to recover the 

50 gravesites which includes selling the gravesites from Potters Field. 

 

Web Page 

 

Robyn Greenland developed the DCA webpage with assistance from Ernie.  The new 

website is http://doracemetery.coquillevalley.org/.  It includes a section that allows for 

cash donations through Pay Pal. A motion duly made by Ernie, seconded by Andy, and 

approved by DCA to accept the new DCA webpage and Pay Pal.   

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

Certificate of Interment Rights 

 

The Certificate of Interment Rights has been prepared by Ernie and reviewed by Andy.  

This document supersedes the previous one.  The revised document was presented using 

a projector.  A motion duly made by Andy, seconded by Mary Jo, and approved by DCA 

to accept the revised Certificate of Interment Rights.   

 

Interment Rights 
 

Interment Rights at Dora Cemetery were drafted and made available for the group to 

review.  This document when approved would be posted at the cemetery as it relates to 

interment. This document is not the same as the cemetery rules. This item wasn’t 

discussed do to time constraints. 

 

Cemetery Rules 

 

Cemetery rules were drafted and made available for the group to review.  This document 

represents rules for the cemetery such as no artificial flowers, etc. This item wasn’t 

discussed do to time constraints. 
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Licensing of Cemetery 
 

It is a legal requirement that our cemetery be licensed with the Oregon Mortuary and 

Cemetery Board (OMCB).  Each director is required by the OMCB to complete a 

licensing background check and submit it to OMCB.  One person needs to complete 

another form which when approved allows this person to become the contact for OMCB.  

These forms are then sent to the OMCB along with $ 150 and if successful, our cemetery 

will be licensed.  If any director refuses to comply by not submitting the background 

form then OMCB can fine our cemetery up to $ 1,000 for each interment.  Essentially, 

the cemetery is operating without a license to operate as a cemetery.  Oregon law requires 

our cemetery to be licensed with the OMCB.   

 

The background form was sent to each director six weeks in advance of our annual 

meeting.  It was requested that this form be completed and given to Ernie or mailed 

directly to the OMCB by May 21, 2011.   

 

Electrical Wiring  

 

Dale Wilson is going to start electrical wiring necessary for the drilling of the well, 

removing the electrical wire that runs across the cemetery, and wiring that is necessary 

for the flag pole to be lighted.  The flag pole may need to be moved to a central location 

since the cemetery has a second addition.  A motion duly made by Mary Jo, seconded by 

Andy, and approved by DCA authorizing up to $ 1,000 for Dale to make his suggested 

changes. 

 

News Article 

 

Ernie prepared an educational piece he wants to submit as a Letter to the Editor (MP 

Herald, Sentinel, The World) explaining the problems cemeteries are having with 

cremated remains being buried at cemeteries without the cemetery knowing.  A motion 

duly made by Tom Nugent, seconded by Dale, and approved by DCA authorizing the 

letter being sent to the Myrtle Point Herald, Coquille Sentinel, and The World. 

 

Lots Marked 
 

Ernie reported that he and his brother spent about 80 hours establishing many corners in 

the original cemetery and finding ones in the first addition.  The cemetery has 120 Lots 

with 110 of them having 12 gravesites and 10 having 6 gravesites.  97 Lots are useable 

with the remainder either in the fill area or over the hill.  Each of the four corners of each 

of the 97 Lots have either been re-established or found.  This makes marking of a 

gravesite really quick. The last gravesite marked for a recent interment was done by Tom 

Krewson in approximately 10 minutes.   
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Cemetery Maintenance 

 

Dale Wilson, Lyle Wilson, Ernie Krewson, and Tom Krewson are responsible for 

overseeing the maintenance of the cemetery.  A dramatic improvement has occurred 

since last May.  Hopefully everyone has had the chance to see all of the improvements.  

There will even be more improvements this coming year. 

 

Gravesite Prices 

 

Effective January 1, 2012, gravesite prices will be $ 250. This was passed by a 

unanimous vote.  Article 25 of the Dora Cemetery Association by laws per item 6 to read, 

“Amended May 21, 2011, and reaffirmed by Dora Cemetery Association the price of one 

grave space effective January 1, 2012, shall be $ 250.  Refer to Attachment. 

 

Directors and Officers 

 

Directors and officers positions one, three, five, and seven are open for nominations.   

Andy nominated Dale and Mary Jo to retain their director’s position.  A motion duly 

made by Mary Jo, seconded by Andy, and approved by DCA to accept the current 

directors that are in positions one, three, five, and seven.   

 

Directors and officers as of May 21, 2011. 

Position Name   Officer 

 

1  Tom Nugent  President 

2  Dale Wilson  Vice-President 

3  Ernie Krewson  Secretary Treasurer 

4  Mary Jo Jamsgard  

5  Andy Combs 

6.  Linda Smith 

7.  Clell Laird 

 

DCA annual meeting adjourned at approximately 12:35 PM. 

 

Respectively, 

 

 

Ernie H. Krewson 

DCA Director, Secretary Treasurer 

1811 Stone Hedge Drive NE 

Keizer, Oregon 97303 

Telephone: (503) 931-6266 

E-mail: dora_cemetery_association@comcast.net 

Web page: http://doracemetery.coquillevalley.org/ 

Enclosure: DCA Article 25 


