
DORA CEMETERY ASSOCIATION (DCA) 

Annual Meeting Minutes 

May 16, 2009 

 

1 

 

 

 

Annual Meeting called to order at 10:00 a.m. by President Steve Laird at Frazier’s 

Bakery, Coquille, Oregon.  Minutes of previous Annual Meeting, May 2008, read and 

before approval Clell Laird called for a few corrections.   

 

1. He requested specifically that the minutes from the December 1, 2007, and 

March 1, 2008, DCA board meetings be made a part of the official minutes of 

said meeting.  

2. Additionally he wanted it clarified that regarding the 2006 logging done at the 

cemetery, Coos Curry Electric had paid all expenses involved in the logging 

except for “bucking”.  Correction related to the December 1, 2007, DCA 

Board Minutes and was amended to incorporate this change. 

3. The final clarification was that instead of the “decision made not to develop 

new property at this time” the minutes should read “motion was made and 

passed not to develop the new property until the board decides the need to do 

so.”  Correction related to the March 1, 2008, DCA Board Minutes which 

was amended to incorporate this change. 
 

There were no further corrections offered.   

  

The Treasurer’s Report, dated May 15, 2009, was distributed and discussed.  There were 

concerns raised about having a maintenance budget and the current balance of the Julius 

Benham Trust; both concerns were to be addressed later in the meeting. 

 

Old Business 

 

The DCA was listed through the Oregon Parks Department’s Oregon Commission 

Historic Cemeteries in July of 2007, by Steve Laird.  Ernie Krewson presented to the 

DCA a sign that may be posted at the cemetery giving the designation “Oregon Historic 

Cemetery.”  The designation qualifies the DCA to partake in programs (education, 

grants) that are available through the state. 

 

After concerns arose about potential strings attached to such government services, Mary 

Jo made and Lila Mae seconded a motion to have Ernie inquire as to any disadvantages 

of participating in the historic cemeteries program.  He could have the sign placed at the 

cemetery, if he found that there were no real disadvantages to membership.  Ernie said 

that he would work with Tom on this assignment. The motion passed. 

 

For information:  The rhododendrons that were mentioned in the previous minutes have 

been planted and are doing well.  It was noted by Mary Jo that Carl Liday was the actual 

benefactor.  Anyone visiting the grounds is encouraged to bring water and help them 

along, especially this summer. 
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New Business 

  

Maintenance funding:  Mary Jo moved that we set up a discretionary fund of $4,000 to 

cover maintenance expenses from now until our next annual meeting.  The fund should 

cover the purchase of a new riding lawnmower, annual mowing costs, necessary tool (i.e. 

weed eater) purchases and any garbage and trash removal.  Burton Wilson seconded the 

motion and it was passed.  Update:  Steve and Tom purchased a new riding lawnmower 

at Coquille Supply for $ 1958.95.   

 

For information:  The Jordan Cove proposed pipeline should pass very near (within 500 

feet) the cemetery property.  We are receiving mail up updates. 

 

Steve reported that there are 578 graves at the cemetery, 100 of them unmarked. He had 

purchased and brought for display two basic concrete stones engraved with names from 

graves to acquire stones for all the unmarked graves using the same stones and is 

proposing to do about 25 of them a year until completed at a cost of $ 15 - $ 20 per stone.  

He will install them.  Tom Nugent moved approval, Clell seconded and the motion 

passed. 

 

For information:  Steve is working to obtain space in the new Dora Library for storing 

and displaying cemetery archives and documents.  He offered to duplicate the map and 

several requested copies. 

 

The new Dora Community Center will be charging fees for the use of the building. Steve 

asked if it would be appropriate for fees that are associated with any Dora Cemetery 

funeral use of the building to be offset by the DCA.  It was agreed that whatever fees are 

charged for the use of the building should be made known to the local funeral directors, 

at the very least.  There was no decision made by the DCA board for them to offset the 

fees associated with the use of the Dora Community Center.  The request for action on 

this item was tabled until the fee structure is set and made public.  

 

Mary Jo raised a concern about rodent damage at the cemetery, specially the potential 

damage caused by ground squirrels burrowing beneath stones. 

 

Tom is looking into acquiring some of the rails from McCullough Bridge renovation 

project that is ongoing.  The company in charge of the project is selling them for $ 25 per 

foot and the rails range in length from 14 ft to 27 ft.  He received the support of those 

attending.  However, there was no decision to purchase the railing at this time. 
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Steve presented a request written by the attorney for the Julius L. Benham Trust that 

would clean up a couple issues:  (1) Appoint himself as successor trustee since the 

current trustees (Murl and Laura Laird) wish to transfer that task, and (2) assign a method  

for selecting any future trustees.  Ernie was concerned about a conflict of interest in this 

situation since Steve would have signing authority for both the DCA checking accounts 

and the Julius L. Benham Trust accounts; Mary Jo expressed confidence that the Trust 

funds cannot be used without coming through the Board.  Steve said starting in 2007 that 

trustees are to report on Trusts.  A question was posed to Steve asking the current balance 

of the Benham Trust.  He didn’t know it.  The question was then posed to the two co-

trustees Murl and Laura Laird.  Neither of them responded to the question.   Clell asked if 

the Board could be declared the Trustee.  Ernie asked if DCA as a corporation could be 

appointed as trustee.  The matter was tabled until the answer to these questions could be 

obtained, and it was suggested the information be brought to the December 5, 2009, DCA 

board meeting. 

 

As the meeting was being rushed to a finish because of room scheduling, the election of 

officers was quickly, and by nod of agreement, elected.  The next meeting is scheduled 

for December 5, 2009 at Frazier’s Bakery in Coquille. 

 

 Position 1. Steve Laird, President 

 Position 3 Laura Laird, Secretary/Treas. asked not to be re-nominated 

 Position 5 Ernie Krewson, Board 

 Position 7 Clell Laird, Board 

 

Steve announced that Dale Wilson had agreed to step into the Position 2 seat, Vice 

President, filling the term of the late Chris Seely.  Dale moved and Clell seconded that we 

elect Ernie to Position 3, making him Secretary Treasurer.  It was agreed upon by the 

group.  Position 5 then remains empty until a replacement is found 

 

The meeting was hastily adjourned at 11:50 a.m. 

 

(Jill Halliburton volunteered to take minutes; reviewed with modifications by Ernie) 

In Attendance: Burton Wilson, Connie Wilson, Ernie Krewson, Clell Laird, Dale Wilson, 

Tom Nugent, Murl Laird, Laura Laird, Bob Shelton, Lila Mae Shelton, Steve Laird, Jill 

Halliburton, Mary Jo Jamsgard, and Howard Leatherman. 

 

 

Respectively,   

 

 

 

Ernest H. Krewson 

DCA Secretary / Treasurer 


